
July 3, 2018 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Bommersbach called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners were in 
attendance.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion 
to adopt the agenda with additions.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked if everyone had the opportunity to read the minutes of the June 21st meeting.  Commissioner 
Hall made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and the motion 
carried unanimously.    
 
A/T Hanson brought before the board a donation of $339.00 for the Crime Victim Assistance Program from Laser Systems.    
Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to accept the donation for the Crime Victim Assistance Program.  Commissioner 
Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Next, A/T Hanson addressed the board regarding a Joint Powers Agreement between the State of Minnesota, acting through 
its Office of the Secretary of State and the County wherein the County will act as a Deputy Recount Official should a recount be 
necessary for the Primary Election.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the Joint Powers Agreement with the 
State of MN, Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Chairman Bommersbach and A/T Hanson signed 
the Joint Powers Agreement.   
 
Following this A/T Hanson presented the board with a Joint Powers Agreement between the State of Minnesota, acting 
through its Office of the Secretary of State and the County wherein the County will act as a Deputy Recount Official should a 
recount be necessary for the General Election.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the JPA with the State of 
MN, Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson then presented the board with a proposal from Wood Krazy for removal of the two pine trees in the court yard 
that have been damaged during thunderstorms in the past few years.  Discussion ensued and Donna was asked to have Kelly 
Kappes contact a local contractor for an equally specific proposal for removal of the two trees, including clean up and grinding 
of the stumps that could be brought to the next board meeting on July 19th.    
 
At 9:30 a.m. Garry Johanson, Planning & Zoning, entered the meeting and presented the board with Conditional Use Order 
approved by the Norman County Planning Commission following a public hearing on June 25, 2018 on behalf of R. J. Zavoral & 
Sons, Inc of East Grand Forks, MN, to setup and operate aggregate crushing and asphalt production facilities in Lake Ida 
Township, Section 26, that part of the NE1/4SW1/4 and that part of the SE1/4NW1/4, land owned by Donald M. Skaurud.  
Commissioner Redland asked if this gravel was going to be used within Norman County or if it was going outside the county, or 
outside the state.  This project would be taking the gravel out-of-state.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve a 
Conditional Use Permit #5049 for R.J. Zavoral & Sons.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.    
 
Next Mr. Johanson presented the board with a second Conditional Use Order approved by the Norman County Planning 
Commission following their public hearing on June 25, 2018, on behalf of Agassiz Asphalt, LLC, Newfolden, MN to begin 
extraction of sand and gravel for County Highway Project SAP 054-612-005 and other various projects on the same parcel of 
land owned by Donald M. Skaurud in Lake Ida Township.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 
approve Conditional Use Permit #5050 for Agassiz Asphalt, LLC.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted 
in favor.   
 
Garry then gave an update on storm damage from last Thursday night.  He stated there was considerable damage in the Twin 
Valley area, he had called the weather service, and they had checked their records and determined there was a Level 1 
tornado that had traveled approximately 1 mile in Norman County.  He stated that no public infrastructure was damaged 
although there were a few residents in the Twin Valley area who had suffered significant damage.   
 
Garry also stated that he would have upcoming Conditional Use Permits requested by Leiser Brothers and Knife River 
Materials, they are both in the process and will be having public hearings soon.   
 



Approximately 9:50 a.m. Chairman Bommersbach called for a short break.  
 
At 10:03 a.m. Jerilyn Swenson, Highway Engineer, presented her agenda.  Jerilyn noted that she had received notification that 
Norman County would receive a Federal Recreational Trail Project Grant in the amount of $146,250 FY 2018 to repair 4 
additional bridges on the Agassiz Recreational Trail, Ada to the Polk County Line.  Ms. Swenson stated that the matching 
requirement to the funds would be $48,750, and she was looking to see if she could procure those matching funds from 
MnDNR.   Next steps will be to secure project environmental clearance.    
 
Jerilyn then gave an engineering update with regard to the bridge project, SAP 054-620-012, contracted to Gerit Hanson 
Contracting Inc. stating that work done has included pile driving, pouring of north/south abutments and installation of rip-rap.  
Beams are being delivered and should be placed soon.  Project completion date is August 31, 2018.    
 
Preconstruction conference for 2018 paving projects with Davidson Construction is scheduled for July 12th, planning to begin 
July 23rd.   Roadways to receive an overlay include CSAH 12, CSAH 40, CSAH 64, and CSAH 27.   CSAH 19 and CSAH 29 are to 
receive upgraded signage.   
 
Maintenance update – Spraying contractor started last week.  He has finished the gravel roads.  They will wait to spray paved 
roads until later in July after haying is complete.   
 
Bob Ramstad gave an update on the on-line auction sale.   
 
Chairman Bommersbach asked the board to review the bills.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the bills as 
presented.   
 
Road & Bridge - $65,954.27  Revenue - $84,789.45  Building - $483.48 
    
Public Health - $7,356.36   County Homes - $566.73  TOTAL - $159,150.29 
 
Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  
 
Chairman Bommersbach brought forward discussion on the 2019 budget and asked David Stene, CFO, as to when he was going 
to start the budget process.  Mr. Stene replied that he would begin this when he came back from vacation on July 9th.   
 
Approximately 10:30 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board with regard to terminating the existing Social 
Services Management Agreement with Red Lake County to provide Children’s Services Supervisor.  Attorney Brue stated that 
this had been discussed with Kristi Nelson, Social Services Director, and she was in agreement.  He stated that Norman County 
needed to provide a 60 day notice to terminate this agreement.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to terminate the 
agreement with Red Lake County to provide Children’s Services Supervisor.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.   
 
Following this, David Stene, CFO, presented the board with information regarding a Joint Powers Agreement to create 
Counties Providing Technology.  Jill Murray, Assessor, also shared her viewpoint as to how integral the CPUI software is to the 
duties performed in the Assessor’s Office and how it would affect her staff and office workload should the county be forced to 
change the entire county tax system to a different vendor software program.  A/T Hanson also noted the number of programs 
that are supported through CPUI software throughout the county offices and what it might mean to the function of the county 
offices should these programs no longer be supported or continued under new ownership.  Mr. Stene, Ms. Murray and Ms. 
Hanson recommended the county become a part of the Joint Powers Agreement.  Much discussion ensued and Mr. Stene 
double-checked on the required approval date for the agreement.  Following Mr. Stene finding the date to be July 11th at close 
of day, it was decided to table the decision until a Special Meeting could be held on July 11th at which time the county would 
have a better idea how many counties were going to be involved in this venture.  A/T Hanson will post the special meeting 
notice for July 11, 2018 at 3 p.m.  She will also have up to date information regarding the number of counties committed to the 
Joint Powers Agreement at that time.   
 
Kari Aanenson, County Recorder, entered the meeting with a request to set fees for imaging in a different format, i.e. zip drive 
or CD, rather than an entity going through iDOC, this would be directly with the Recorder’s Office.  Ms. Aanenson suggested a 
$200 monthly fee.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the monthly imaging fee directly with the Recorders 
Office at $200/month.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



 
At 11:10 a.m. Commissioner Gunderson made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and 
all voted in favor.    
 
Meeting was adjourned at 11:11 a.m.   
 
  
 
____________________________________________  ___________________________________________ 
Steven M. Bommersbach, Chairman of the Board   Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


